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Grammar A1

Learn to choose between a, a, a and a.

When do we use them?
We use indefinite articles when we talk about a person or thing that is not precise or mentioned for
the first time.

Ho un libro .

Vedo uno studente .

Cerco una casa .

Conosco un’amica .

�� Why "a friend" but "a friend"? With the masculine a he doesn't want the apostrophe. With the
feminine before the vowel we use one .

Complete table
Forma Quando Esempio

un maschile davanti a consonante normale
o vocale

un libro, un amico

uno maschile davanti a s+consonante, z,
ps, gn, x, y

uno studente, uno zaino

una femminile davanti a consonante una casa

un’ femminile davanti a vocale un’amica

Remember: there is no direct plural of un, uno and una. We will use the plural later gods, gods, gods .

Examples to observe
un cane

un albero

uno sport

uno psicologo

una penna

un’isola

Mistakes that almost everyone makes
� un studente ✓ uno studente

� uno amico ✓ un amico
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� una amica ✓ un’amica

� un’amico ✓ un amico

Exercises with immediate feedback
Write the correct article.

1. ___ libro

2. ___ studente

3. ___ casa

4. ___ amica

5. ___ amico

6. ___ zaino

7. ___ macchina

8. ___ isola

9. ___ psicologo

10. ___ cane

Mini dialogue
Martin: What do you have in your backpack?

Student: I have a book, a pen and a notebook.

Martin: Do you know anyone here?

Student: Yes, I know an Italian friend.

Italiano con Martin
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